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LOCAL HISTORY
HAPPY HOUR

WITH JOHN KRIST

John Krist 

957 East Main Street

Buy 6
Massages and 

get the 7th
Massage FREE!

6 Pack Deal

$6000

Call 805-525-1132

www.robertwhitedc.com

One Hour
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Walk-Ins
Welcome!

Senior Discount 
Everyday! 

Pati Magaña-Cisneros - Hairstylist & Owner
TUES & WEDS - CUTS 30% OFF!

916 E. Main St. Santa Paula - 805-229-7721
Your beauty is our business! 

She loves it but wants to add 
Senior Discount Everyday! 

Maybe under the walk-ins?

Thanks!

Santa Paula Times
Peggy Kelly..........Publisher/Editor
Matthew Khan...........Sports Editor 
Sofia Castillo...Classified/Legals

HOW TO REACH US...  
OFFICE:  120 Davis Street Santa 
Paula, CA 93060  

PHONE: 

805-525-1890

HOW TO GET US... Home delivery 
of the Santa Paula Times is Wednesday and Friday 
and available in Santa Paula. Mail subscriptions are 
available outside Santa Paula. If you do not receive 
your paper by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday and Friday 
call 805-525-1890. Our office is open from 10:00  
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Home delivery in Santa Paula, 3 Months 
$9;  
6 Months, $18; One Year $36. Mail Subscriptions 
3 Months $30
E Subscription.....$50 per year

santapaulatimes.com

CORRECTIONS We strive for accuracy 
and fairness. If you see an article 
that you believe contains inaccurate 
information please contact Peggy Kelly 
(805) 525-1890 or santapaulatimes@
gmail.com

COPYRIGHT©2022 Santa 
Paula Times All rights reserved 
on material produced by the Santa 
Paula Times, including stories, photos, 
graphics, maps and advertising. Santa 
Paula Times material is the property of 
the Santa Paula Times. Reproduction 

or nonpersonal usage for any purpose 
without permission of the Santa Paula 
Times is expressly prohibited. Other 

material including comics, syndicated 
features and columns may be protected 
by separate copyrights and trademarks.

santapaulatimes.com is a local web 
site providing news and information 
about Santa Paula.

Charles F. Stewart, D.D.S.
and staff

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
132 N. Tenth St. • 805-525-7649

Support the SPHS 
Cardinals during

Homecoming Week

George Betjoseph

Financial Focus

Failure to plan — Is it planning to fail?

Benjamin Franklin once 
said, “If you fail to plan, 
you are planning to fail.” 

As you chart your financial 
course, what steps should you 
take to help you keep moving 
forward to where you want to 
go?

Consider these suggestions: 
• Establish and quantify 

your goals. Throughout your 
life, you’ll have short-term 
goals, such as an overseas va-
cation or a home renovation, 
and long-term goals, the most 
important of which may be a 
comfortable retirement. 

You’ll want to identify all 
your goals and put a “price tag” 
on them. Of course, it’s not al-
ways possible to know exactly 
how much it will cost to achieve 
each goal, but you can develop 
reasonably good estimates, 
revising them as needed.

• Create an investment 
strategy to achieve your goals. 
Once you know how much 
your goals will cost, you can 
create the appropriate savings 
and investment strategies to 
potentially help you reach the 
needed amounts. For your re-

tirement goal, you will likely 
need to contribute regularly to 
your IRA and 401(k) or other 
employer-sponsored retirement 
plan. But for shorter-term goals, 
you may need to explore other 
types of investments. 

For all your investment 
moves, though, you’ll need to 
consider your risk tolerance. 
You won’t want your portfolio 
to have such a high-risk level 
that you’re constantly uncom-
fortable with the inevitable 

fluctuations of the financial 
markets. On the other hand, 
you won’t want to invest so 
conservatively that you jeopar-
dize your chances of achieving 
the growth you need to reach 
your goals.

• Control your debts. We 
live in an expensive world, so 
it’s not easy to live debt-free. 
And some debts, such as your 
mortgage, obviously have 
value. 

But if you can control other 
debts, especially those that car-
ry high interest rates, you can 
possibly free up money you can 
use to boost your savings and 
investments.  

• Prepare for obstacles. 
No matter how carefully you 
follow the strategies you’ve 
created to achieve your goals, 
you will, sooner or later, run into 
obstacles, or at least temporary 
challenges. What if you incur a 
large, unexpected expense, such 
as the sudden need for a new car 
or a major home repair? 

If you aren’t prepared for 
these costs, you might be forced 
to dip into your long-term 
investments – and every time 

you do that, you might slow 
your progress toward achieving 
your goals. To help prevent this, 
you should build an emergency 
fund containing several months’ 
worth of living expenses.

• Review your strategy. 
When you first created your 
financial strategy, you might 
have planned to retire at a 
certain age. But what if you 
eventually decide to retire 
earlier or later? Such a choice 
can have a big impact on what 
you need from your investment 
portfolio — and when. And your 
circumstances may change in 
other ways, too. 

That’s why it’s a good idea 
to review your strategy periodi-
cally to make sure it still aligns 
with your up-to-date objectives. 

None of us can guarantee 
that our carefully laid plans 
will always yield the results we 
want. But by taking the right 
steps at the right times, you can 
greatly improve your chances. 

— This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones 

Oscar Cobian

VCCCD’s support of its LGBTQ+ community is ongoing
By Oscar Cobian
Special to the  
Santa Paula Times 

Supporting Ventura Coun-
ty Community College 
District’s LGBTQ+ com-

munity is an ongoing effort. It’s 
sometimes easy to feel we have 
come a long way on LGBTQ+ 
issues and, indeed, there are 
many hard-earned gains the 
queer community and its allies 
have secured over the years.

Nevertheless, much work 
remains. That’s why Oxnard 
College and our sister col-
leges, Moorpark and Ventura, 
are committed to ensuring 
LGBTQ+ students and employ-
ees feel welcome and supported.

Unfortunately, for many 
LGBTQ+ residents throughout 
Ventura County, coming out 
even today is not always the 
easiest or safest option. 

This was underscored by 
a 2016 study reported by Pink 
News, which found Oxnard to 
be among the nation’s 10 worst 
cities for anti-gay rhetoric on 
Twitter. 

Sadly, this is not surpris-
ing for many residents who 
often feel unwelcome in their 
own homes and communities. 
Tragically, Oxnard experienced 
a particularly dark chapter in 
2008 when a queer student 
named Lawrence King was shot 
and killed at E.O. Green Junior 
High School.

For one queer student at 
Oxnard College, King’s murder 
was a formative experience: 
“The shooting impacted ev-
ery queer kid in Oxnard, and 
it frightened me. I felt like 
I couldn’t show my grief or 
support because my family 
and faith community would 
figure out who I really was and 
alienate me.”

This student (who uses the 
pronouns they/them/their) has 
yet to come out to their family 
and wishes to remain anony-
mous; they spent years caring 
for a sick parent while feeling 
trapped by family and faith. 
“Latinos are often raised with 
strong gender norms — you 
know what’s expected of you.”

Eventually, this anony-
mous person found a more 
inclusive space at Oxnard Col-
lege, where they’ve excelled 
in class, became involved in 

student life and even launched 
a new LGBTQ+ club. “Oxnard 
College is a safe place for me,” 
they said. “I can be myself and 
explore who I am — it’s helped 
me start using my voice to ad-
vocate for others.”

The work of supporting 
our LGBTQ+ students runs 
throughout each Ventura Coun-
ty community college. Our 
district recently received nearly 
a quarter-million dollars from 
the California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
to expand college services 
for LGBTQ+ students. These 
funds have helped grow support 
groups and campus clubs and 
have expanded mental-health 
services and employee train-
ings.

Additionally, this spring, 
Ventura, Oxnard and Moor-
park colleges plan to co-host 
a Lavender Commencement 
Ceremony to celebrate our 
LGBTQ+ graduates.

Additional steps to support 
Ventura County Community 
College District students in-
clude the implementation of a 
Preferred Name Policy to give 
students the option of using 
a first name other than their 
legal one.

Oxnard College also 
launched a pronoun guide to 
affirm students’ identities, and 
in 2022 we became the first 
higher-education institution 
in Ventura County to raise the 
LGBTQ+ Progress Pride flag. 
We’ve also expanded our cur-

riculum to include the course 
Introduction to LGBTQ+ Stud-
ies as part of the college’s social 
justice studies curriculum.

Cristian Rosete is another 
LGBTQ+ student at Oxnard 
College who has found ac-
ceptance and support on our 
campus. But Cristian hasn’t 
always been accepted. In high 
school, his father presented an 
ultimatum: “Either stop being 
gay or move.”

So, Cristian moved. “My 
father grew up in Mexico,” Cris-
tian says. “He lived in a town 
that beat up men they suspected 
of being gay. So, culturally, it 
was hard for him to accept me.”

Cristian became an unac-
companied youth and moved 
into a crowded group house 
where he found supportive 
friends but also began experi-
encing abuse from his partner. 
He eventually made his way to 

Oxnard College, where things 
began to click. Cristian became 
a club president, was elected to 
student government, and began 
working for the STEM Center.

“I love Oxnard College. 
Everyone is here because they 
want to uplift the community 
and break generational traumas 
like mine to help people grow,” 
he says.

Oxnard College is only one 
partner in this important work, 
and there remains much to im-
prove upon and grow. We are 
grateful to local organizations 
showing our community the 
way forward, such as the Di-
versity Collective VC, Oxnard 
LGBTQ Community, PFLAG 
Ventura, The Pride Clinic and 
the Coalition for Family Har-
mony, among others.

Together, each of us can 
help build a Ventura County 
in which we can all take pride.

— Oscar Cobian (he/him/
his), Ed.D., is acting president 
of Oxnard College. For more 
information about the Ventura 
County Community College 
District’s LGBTQ+ community, 
visit vcccd.edu/students/lgbtq.

Friends of Blanchard 
Community Library’s non-
profit bookstore will be open 
on Saturday, Oct. 1, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Get a head start on 
Halloween with 50% off all 
mysteries and horror books.

If you miss the Satur-
day Sale, stop by one of the 
regular weekday hours of 
operation:
• Wednesdays, noon to 4 p.m

 • Thursdays, noon to 2 p.m.
• Fridays, noon to 2 p.m.

There are loads of fiction 
and nonfiction, as well as 

children’s books. The col-
lection features thousands 
of used books from 50 cents 
to $2, as well as collectible 
books from $4 and up. 

Book sale proceeds goes 
to support the Blanchard 
Community Library, 119 N. 
Eighth St.

Friends of Blanchard 
Community Library  asks 
that you not visit if you are 
feeling ill or have COVID-
like symptoms, have tested 
positive or been exposed 
to someone who has tested 
positive in the last two weeks.

Oct. 1: Find spooky tales 
and more at library




