
Support Junior 
Livestock Auction

Hello, my name is Jordyn 
Blankenship. I’m 19 years 
old and attend Fresno State 
majoring in Animal Science 
Livestock Management. This 
is my 10th and final year 
raising a market hog for the 
Ventura County Fair. 

My hog this year is a 
barrow named Gauge. Our 
daily routine consists of 
feeding, walking, cleaning 
his pen and making sure he 
is happy and healthy. This 
being my last year, I’ve really 
focused on my project and 
making sure I produce the 
best possible animal that I 
can. As I finish out my time 
attending the fair I think 
back, and I am so grateful 
for my time participating in 
the Ventura County Fair. I’ve 
been taught countless life 
lessons through my 10

years of raising market 
hogs. Responsibility, respect, 
and most importantly I 
learned about the agriculture 
industry. I firmly believe 
agriculture is the most 
important industry in our 
world. By our youth raising 
market animals, not only does 
it teach important life skills 
but also teaches them how 
to produce a quality market 
animal to feed our local 
communities. My passion lies 
within

showing hogs and being a 
part of the ag community.

Last year I started JB 
Livestock with the goal 
of providing kids with the 
knowledge and tools to be 
a successful young person. 
I’ve used my knowledge 
and skills from the past 10 
years to influence our youth 
to be better showman and 
better producers. It is a very 
rewarding job and I absolutely 
love it and I hope to continue 
on and grow in the future. 

I encourage everyone to 
support your local ag kids. 
They work for months with 
these animals to produce 
quality livestock you just 
can’t get anywhere else.

Supporting the Ventura 
County Fair Livestock 
Auction isn’t just about 
providing your family or 
community with quality 
meat, it’s all about supporting 
our future generations of 
agriculturists. 

I hope to see you Friday, 
Aug. 12, at the Ventura 
County Fair Junior Livestock 
Auction.

Jordyn Blankenship
Fillmore

Danger and 
opportunity 

To the Editor: 
I heard once that there 

is a Chinese curse that goes, 
“May you live in interesting 
times” and boy, are we living 
it these days. From economic 
uncertainty, to political 
disfunction and environmental 
degradation, it can feel like 
we have no influence on the 
direction the world is headed. 
Most all of us are concerned 
about the state of the world 
we will leave to our children 
and our grandchildren and 
all those they will share this 
Earth with for the next 100 
years. I worry about the 
state of the world when my 
grandchildren are my age. 

But occasionally there 

comes an opportunity to 
play a small part in a larger 
effort to help solve the major 
issues we all face. I believe 
that making the transition 
from burning fossil fuels 
that continue to increase the 
amount of carbon dioxide 
in the Earth’s thin layer of 
atmosphere is one of the most 
important efforts humanity 
faces in the coming years. 

We in Santa Paula 
have an opportunity to join 
together with our neighboring 
communities of Ventura, 
Camarillo and Ojai, to help 
California become a model 
for the rest of the world, 
showing how a large and 
dynamic economy can profit 
from being a leader in making 
the transition to a clean and 
sustainable electrical grid 
using power sources that 
do not continue to make the 
disasters of climate change 
worse. 

California is known as 
a leader in innovation and 
technology. This is obviously 
a global problem but where 
better to get to work than 
right here in Santa Paula, 
California, and since we 
didn’t begin 25 years ago, the 
best time to start is now. 

I am no expert in Chinese, 
but I understand that the 
Chinese character for a crisis 
is composed of the two 

characters for danger and 
opportunity. 

I would like to encourage 
the City Council to allow the 
people of Santa Paula to take 
this opportunity to be part 
of the solution to this most 
critical issue of our times. It 
will feel empowering to know 
that we are doing our part to 
help build a world we would 
be proud to pass-on to our 
children and grandchildren. 

Sincerely, 
Paul Belgum 
Santa Paula
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As a friendly reminder, we would 
like to ask that you sanitize ALL 

equipment before you return it so 
we can recirculate it to other clients. 

Thank you

By Kim Hoffmans
Special to the Santa Paula 
Times 

The global pandemic has 
created one of the grandest shifts 
imaginable in how we work and 
learn. It has also forever changed 
the way companies and institu-
tions operate, as more hybrid and 
remote options are being offered 
than ever before. This shift par-
allels what’s happening in high-
er education as institutions view 
technologies as a new frontier to 
drive education forward.

At Ventura College, technol-
ogy is central to our online learn-
ing courses and cutting-edge, 
immersive training for health-
care students simulates real-
world experiences.

Before the pandemic, many 
colleges and universities offered 
a selection of courses that includ-
ed online and hybrid formats 
but focused the majority of their 
course offerings on traditional 
classroom instruction.

Everything changed when 
the pandemic lockdown began 
mid-semester in spring 2020, as 
few institutions were prepared 
to immediately segue to a fully 
online and remote format.

The required speed of the 
transition resulted in a system-
wide frustration from faculty 
who were unprepared to make 
this instant pedagogy shift and 
students who were on the receiv-
ing end of this sharp learning 
curve.

Jennifer Kalfsbeek-Goetz, 
Ventura College’s vice president 
for academic affairs and student 
learning, recognized this shift as 
an opportunity to increase qual-
ity instruction for students. She 
spearheaded the college’s push 

to become a certified campus 
for Peer Online Course Review 
(POCR).

POCR is a program that 
reviews and aligns online cours-
es to California’s highest stan-
dard of excellence for online 
instruction, the California 
Virtual Campus-Online 
Education Initiative (CVC-
OEI) Course Design Rubric. 
Based on decades of research 
and data-driven standards, the 
rubric is a roadmap for design-
ing online courses to support 
student success developed by 
the California Virtual Campus 
(CVC) and the state’s Online 
Education Initiative.

Kalfsbeek-Goetz mobi-
lized Ventura College’s distance 
education staff — including 
Matt Moore, Sharon Oxford and 
Ali-Olson Pacheco, and faculty 
lead Meg Phelps — to develop 
a local POCR program with fac-
ulty reviewing and supporting 
their peers in leveling up course 
design to align with the rigor-
ous standards of the CVC-OEI 
Rubric.

As a result of the team’s 

effort and the high quality of the 
courses reviewed through the 
VC POCR process, CVC certi-
fied Ventura College to function 
as a fully independent review 
program. The college was fully 
certified in its first round of 
applications, which is difficult 
to do.

Moorpark College and 
Oxnard College also have POCR 
teams to review online courses at 
their campuses.

As a result, students search-
ing for courses in the California 
Community Colleges’ California 
Virtual Campus course exchange 
system will see a “Quality 
Reviewed” digital badge, mak-
ing it easier for them to find the 
best offerings at the Ventura 
County Community College 
District.

Technological enhance-
ments to online instruction have 
been crucial in elevating the dig-
ital experience, which has result-
ed in a more positive learning 
outcome. Students in the Ventura 
County Community College 
District demand and deserve 
high-quality education delivered 
in multiple formats of in-person 
and online instruction to inte-
grate into their busy schedules.

The next technological 
frontier arrived on campus this 
spring in the form of hands-on 
learning labs.

Ventura College added 
PRISM, an integrated hardware 
and software product that com-
bines high-resolution surround 
projection with directional 
sound and touch interactivity 
to add lifelike contextual stim-
uli to learning environments. 
Meaning PRISM complete-
ly transformed the college’s 

approach to learning by provid-
ing immersive technology for 
Ventura College’s paramedic 
studies and emergency medical 
technician lab.

WorldViz, the Santa 
Barbara-based company behind 
PRISM, also works with NASA 
and Stanford University. Peter 
Schlueer, WorldViz president, 
says the company is on a mis-
sion to use immersive technol-
ogy to enhance how people cre-
ate, learn and collaborate.

The paramedic program 
leadership notes that elevating 
stress during training improves 
learning outcomes and paramed-
ic preparedness. Using PRISM 
to create hazardous or otherwise 
difficult-to-recreate scenarios 
evokes a sense of presence in 
scenario training and improves 
learner engagement.

Oxnard College will soon add 
a PRISM immersive theater to its 
EMT lab. Moorpark College’s 
biotechnology program offers 
a comprehensive curriculum in 
bio-manufacturing that includes 
hands-on learning in a state-of-
the-art biotech lab.

As president of Ventura 
College, I am confident that 
the ability to provide these 
cutting-edge solutions to our 
students will serve them well 
and apply directly to their pro-
fessional lives after college. 
Ventura County’s community 
colleges will continue to imple-
ment strategies to elevate learn-
ing for all and improve student 
learning and outcomes as we 
navigate the new normal.

— Kimberly Hoffmans, R.N., 
Ed.D., is president of Ventura 
College.

Kim Hoffmans

Community colleges turn on learning with technology
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