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Classified Employees of the Year Celebrated Across the Ventura County Community College District
Oxnard College’s Ariane Perez Named District Winner, to be Considered for Statewide Award

Camarillo, Calif. (March 10, 2026) — The Ventura County Community College District (VCCCD) proudly recognizes Ariane Perez, Office Assistant at Oxnard College, as the 2026 Classified Employee of the Year. The annual award celebrates the excellence, professionalism and dedication of classified professionals who make an exceptional impact across the Community Colleges of Ventura County.

“These individuals have earned the commendation of their peers and represent the best of VCCCD classified employees,” said Gabriela Torres, board chair of the VCCCD. “Ariane’s dedication to removing barriers for first-generation and underrepresented students is exactly the kind of commitment that makes our colleges exceptional.”

The VCCCD awards the Classified Employee of the Year distinction in accordance with the California Community Colleges (CCC) Board of Governors, which will consider Perez for the CCC statewide award. At the May 2026 Board of Governors meeting, up to five recipients will be named CCC Classified Employee of the Year. Winners receive a $750 cash award and a plaque.

Additional Classified Employee of the Year nominees included Diana Martin, Marketing, Communications and Website Design Coordinator at the District Administrative Center; Brian Koehler, Performing Arts Technician II at Moorpark College; and Andrea Rambo, Executive Assistant to the President at Ventura College.

“Our classified professionals are the reason our mission is possible,” said Rick MacLennan, chancellor of the VCCCD. “They shape the stories we tell, they build the stages where students find their voice, they open the doors to scholarships and opportunity, and they keep our colleges moving with quiet, steady purpose. Their work is felt in every student’s journey — and we are proud to celebrate each and every one of them.”

About the Honorees

Ariane Perez
Ariane Perez is a vital force for student success, equity, and access at Oxnard College. As Office Assistant in the Career Center and Scholarship Coordinator for the OC Foundation, she removes barriers for first-generation, low-income, and underrepresented students — transforming the scholarship process by redesigning applications, refining policies, and extending timelines to make opportunities more inclusive and accessible. Perez supports students holistically, ensuring they feel seen and empowered at every step. Her leadership as Classified Senate Secretary and former tri-chair of the Student Equity and Success Committee reflects a deep, sustained commitment to advancing Oxnard College’s diverse student population. Her professionalism, compassion, and integrity make her an indispensable member of the campus community.

Diana Martin
Diana Martin is a dedicated leader whose artistry and professionalism shape how the District tells its story. Through projects such as the Training & Organizational Development Guide and the Personnel Commission Annual Report, she transforms complex institutional messages into clear, engaging materials that inform and inspire the community. Known for her reliability, technical skill, and collaborative spirit, Martin ensures the District’s materials reflect and represent its diverse audiences. As a founding member and current President of the Classified Senate and Director of Communications for the California Community Colleges Classified Senate, she advances the voice and visibility of classified professionals locally and across California, leading with quiet strength and a commitment to collaboration.

Brian Koehler
Brian Koehler demonstrates a deep commitment to guiding students toward careers in technical theatre at Moorpark College. His expertise has supported curriculum revisions, the development of new courses, and the strengthening of community partnerships, providing students with a clear pathway into the field while holding them to industry standards. By fostering a collaborative and creative environment, Koehler helps students build the leadership and communication skills essential to the profession. His work contributes to the high quality of Moorpark College’s mainstage productions, which are often praised as professional caliber — a testament to his dedication to both craft and student growth.

Andrea Rambo
Andrea Rambo provides steady leadership and stability in the President’s Office at Ventura College through her commitment to excellence and collaboration. With a broad campus perspective, she ensures leadership decisions, communication, and coordination positively shape the student experience. She facilitates collaboration across Academic Affairs, Student Affairs, and Administrative Services, supporting initiatives that are inclusive and responsive to student needs. During periods of presidential transition, Rambo’s reliability and institutional knowledge keep the office and campus running smoothly. Her professionalism, integrity, and calm presence inspire trust across Ventura College.

About Ventura County Community College District
The Ventura County Community College District is a member of the 116-campus California Community College system and serves approximately 30,000 students annually. The District's three colleges—Moorpark, Oxnard and Ventura—offer programs in general education for degrees and certificates, transfer to four-year colleges and universities, career technical education and provide opportunities to engage in co-curricular campus activities. For more information, visit vcccd.edu. 
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