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Obituary

957 East Main Street

Buy 6
Massages and 

get the 7th
Massage FREE!

6 Pack Deal

$6000

Call 805-525-1132

www.robertwhitedc.com

One Hour
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Famous Auto Repair
You can now find us at:

820 Railroad Avenue • 805-933-2500
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Closed Sunday

$3995
+tax
& Disposal

OIL CHANGE WITH 27 POINT INSPECTION
Includes: Up to  5 quarts of oil. Most cars & light trucks.
(Diesel & synthetic oils extra)
Not Valid With Any Other Coupon • Expires 10-31-22.

Nico, Owner,
Head  Mechanic

820 Railroad Avenue
Now Offering Towing And 

Roadside Assistance 

WE HAVE MOVED!

Walk-Ins
Welcome!

Senior Discount 
Everyday! 

Pati Magaña-Cisneros - Hairstylist & Owner
TUES & WEDS - CUTS 30% OFF!

916 E. Main St. Santa Paula - 805-229-7721
Your beauty is our business! 

She loves it but wants to add 
Senior Discount Everyday! 

Maybe under the walk-ins?

Thanks!

Frank
Melendez
Corona

On October 4, Frank Melendez Corona, 80, beloved father, 
brother, uncle, and friend passed away after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. Frank was a lifelong resident of Santa 
Paula and was the sixth child of ten born to Fidel and Carmen 
Corona at Limoneira Ranch where he was raised.

Frank graduated from Santa Paula High School in 1960, 
and then began his family. He worked in construction, was a 
bus driver for Santa Paula High School, and then followed his 
passion and started his landscaping business, where he managed 
ranches and vineyards as well.

Frank loved the beauty of his hometown and always referred 
to Santa Paula as God’s country. He enjoyed the small-town 
vibe and the people who live there. He spent countless hours 
volunteering at the Train Depot tending to the rose gardens to 
perfection. He did this for many years until the Parkinson’s 
made it impossible to continue. 

Frank loved his adventures out driving around Santa 
Paula, visiting friends, bringing them produce and plants. He 
loved trading stories with his lifetime friends from his days at 
Limoneira Ranch. If you were lucky enough to have Frank as 
a friend, you know what a kind, caring, generous, and gentle 
soul he was.

Frank is survived by his loving daughter, Joann Corona, 
and son-in-law, George Chesonis; sons, David and Johnny 
Corona (Barbara); and grandchildren, Gina, Jonathan, Johnny, 
Haylee, and Lauren. He is also survived by his sisters, Teresa 
Corona and Rachel Cabral; his brothers, Del, Raul, Ralph, 
Ben, and Arthur Corona; and many nieces and nephews. He 
is also survived by longtime best friend, Roy Stone, of Binger, 
Oklahoma.

Frank was preceded in death by his parents, Fidel and 
Carmen Corona; sister, Carmen Rodriguez; and brother, 
Richard Corona.

Frank’s family would like to thank each person who helped 
Frank during the final months of his life. He appreciated you 
all greatly.

Services will be held on Friday, October 21, at Perez Family 
Funeral Home, 738 E. Santa Paula Street. Viewing will begin 
at 10 a.m., and services will follow at noon.

I communicate a few words 
for each of my loved ones 
expressing how I continue to 
remember them. This further 
connects me to the loving 
spirit of this season.

3. During the month, 
we invite family or friends 
over to share. I might invite 
a brother, a good friend or 
neighbor over for coffee, 
chocolate or a beer, to share 
my ofrenda and chat about 
our loved ones. This is called 
a Día de los Muertos charla, 
an informal conversation to 
share memories or stories of 
our loved ones. Then we often 
organize one or two familia 
gatherings during this period 
when we invite a larger group 
over for an honoring circle 
and to share a meal.  At these 
gatherings we invite folks to 
share about their loved ones.

4. The Honoring Circle. 

For a family gathering, the 
invitation is often to bring 
photos of who they or their 
entire family intend to honor 
like a family member who 
recently transitioned from 
this life. These photos are 
placed on the ofrenda. When 
it’s time, the person who 
serves as the facilitator calls 
the family to gather around 
the ofrenda. The facilitator’s 
job is to make participation in 
the honoring circle “easy” by 
guiding the group.

The honoring circle can 
begin with a welcome and 
short prayer. The facilita-
tor reminds everyone that 
they are present to celebrate 
the lives of those we love 
by remembering their best 
qualities, lessons taught, or 
their gifts to us, and that it is 
all right to laugh or cry. The 
facilitator begins or invites 
another to start. Sometimes 
there are many who desire 
to share, in which case the 
facilitator may use a rattle to 
remind folks it’s time to pass 
the speaking opportunity.

In our honoring circles, I 
often present the work hook 
my father used as a laborer 

to remind the children that 
we enjoy our good life now 
because of the hard labor of 
their grandfather. By such 
sharing, the children learn 
about the positive stories of 
the family. Depending on the 
size of the group, plan to de-
vote from a half to a full hour 
for the sharing.

5. Closing, then more 
fun. After everyone has done 
their sharing, the facilitator 
will close or ask another for 
closing words or a prayer. 
Something like this is shared: 
“We give thanks for the op-
portunity to join together as 
familia to share our love for 
those who have passed and 
for each other. May our loved 
ones continue to enjoy their 
spirit life and may we con-
tinue to support each other as 
familia.”

Depending on your famil-
ia tradition, this is the time 
for partaking in food, refresh-
ments, and fun! 

Over the years many of 
the families we know have 
learned to love this tradition 
because it invites us to truly 
honor our loved ones and 
to join together to share our 

family stories of love, respect, 
and heroism. All this is excel-
lent medicine for healing and 
increasing the familia love.

Over the years, many 
Latinos have commented, 
“We never celebrated Día de 
los Muertos, how do we do it 
right?” 

I say, “Get others to help 
you, do your best with the 
intent of love, and every year 
it gets better!”

Folks from other cultures 
have frequently asked, “Can I 
also use this tradition?” 

I say, “Absolutely YES!” 
It is time we learn the best 
traditions from all cultures to 
increase the love within our 
families and communities. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 26, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Santa Pau-
la Agriculture Museum, I will 
give a brief talk on “How to 
Celebrate Días de los Muertos 
to Increase the Family Love.” 
Come by the museum at 926 
Railroad Ave. to learn more. 
The Agriculture Museum 
will also have ofrendas up 
from Oct. 27 to Nov. 6, and a 
community celebration day on 
Oct. 30, from 1 to 4 p.m. 

The Santa Paula Art Mu-
seum will have its Día de los 
Muertos program on Oct. 30, 
from noon to 3 p.m. in the 
Cole Creativity Center at 123 
N. 10th St. 

Families are invited to 
enjoy several traditional art 
activities — make your own 
calavera mask, Folklórico 
headpiece, papel picado and 
more!  

Another option on Oct. 
30 is to visit our local cem-
etery. Pierce Brothers Santa 
Paula Cemetery is celebrating 
with a day full of family fes-
tivities. Build an ofrenda on 
a loved one’s grave or con-
tribute to a community altar. 
Have your face painted, deco-
rate a sugar skull, and listen to 
Mariachi music. Visit various 
vendors and enjoy a tamale 
and cup of champurrado! 
Experience Aztec and Folk-
lórico dancers, and participate 
in a procession throughout the 
cemetery.

Let us all have a great Día 
de los Muertos season!

(Thanks to Gladys  
Lemon and Maria Munguia 
for editing assistance.)

— Roberto Vargas of 
Ventura has a Ph.D. in Public 
Health from the University of 
California at Berkeley.

Día de los Muertos: Continued from Page 1 

By Rick MacLennan
Special to the Santa Paula Times 

Ventura County community college 
students represent a wide range of ethnici-
ties, socioeconomic backgrounds, ages and 
immigration statuses. Ventura, Oxnard and 
Moorpark colleges provide a welcoming, 
safe environment to all.

We believe that students, regardless of 
their citizenship status, should have access 
to higher education.

As we participate in California Com-
munity Colleges Undocumented Student 
Action Week (USAW), Oct. 17-21, our 
colleges reaffirm their commitment to 
building greater awareness of and support 
for policies that lead to undocumented stu-
dent success. This year’s theme is “Juntos 
Podemos (Together We Can): Collaborative 
Ecosystems that Support Undocumented 
Students,” which recognizes that we must 
continue to advance best practices, ensure 
campuswide collaboration and advocate 
for policy solutions to support long-term 
success.

The event with virtual and in-person 
activities will bring together UndocuLiai-
sons, administrators, faculty and students 
across the state’s 116 community colleges. 
Integral to the event is informing our com-
munity about the challenges undocumented 
students face, working to break down silos, 
fostering unconditional belonging and 
providing resources.

It is even more vital this year, as 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) plays a pivotal role in undoc-
umented students’ lives and educational 
future — and the program is in jeopardy.

Over 820,000 people have received 
DACA since it was implemented in 2012, 
according to The Campaign for College 
Opportunity. Further, 97% of DACA re-

cipients nation-
wide are current-
ly employed or 
in school. These 
students go on 
to careers such 
as educators, 
business owners 
and healthcare 
workers, to name 
a few. 

During the 
pandemic, for 
example, an estimated 27,000 healthcare 
employees — nurses, dentists, pharmacists, 
physician assistants, home health aides, 
technicians, and others — depended on 
DACA for their authorization to work in 
the United States, noted a 2021 comment 
signed by the attorneys general of nearly 25 
states to Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas, 
secretary of the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security, and Director Ur M. Jaddou, 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.

In the 10 years DACA has been in 
existence, it has been the subject of op-
portunities and countless obstructions. On 
Sept. 7, the DHS issued a final rule that, 
with limited changes, continues DACA; 
the rule will take effect Oct. 31. 

However, the most recent deeply trou-
bling challenge is the Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals’ decision upholding the state 
of Texas, et al., v. United States (2021) 
ruling that DACA violates federal law. 
The impact of this decision to eliminate 
initial applications for DACA processing 
will have ripple effects for years to come 
for undocumented students of all ages and 
their families.

“Even as we hope that this decision is 
overturned, the uncertainty it creates is un-
tenable. DACA recipients deserve to have 
their status as equal Americans protected 

from court decisions like this one,” declared 
California Community Colleges Interim 
Chancellor Daisy Gonzales; UC President 
Michael V. Drake;  and CSU Interim Chan-
cellor Jolene Koester in a joint statement. 
The Ventura County Community College 
District is in alignment. (To read the joint 
statement, visit VCCCD.edu/undocually.)

It’s imperative that we  remind students 
that our campuses will continue to be a 
safe harbor. All undocumented students in 
California can attend college, regardless of 
their DACA status, and they will continue 
to have access to state-funded financial aid 
and campuswide student services.

Students will maintain access to free 
legal services to renew their DACA applica-
tion through our colleges’ Dream Resource 
Centers and the California Community 
Colleges Higher Education Legal Services 
at FindYourAlly.com.

As Ventura County community col-
leges participate in USAW and celebrate the 
grand opening of the Dreamers Resource 
Center at Ventura College, we will work 
to eliminate institutional barriers, advocate 
for DACA students and take action through 
policies and procedures. 

We encourage county residents to join 
us and the state’s community colleges in 
this crucial endeavor. Combating ongoing 
inequalities among this underserved popu-
lation will help create pathways that foster 
access, equity and inclusion for all. Our 
actions today will have a lasting benefit 
for current and future students and on the 
community as a whole.

— Rick MacLennan is the chancellor 
of the Ventura County Community College 
District. To learn more about Undocu-
mented Student Action Week, Oct. 17-21, 
and view the list of USAW activities, visit 
VCCCD.edu/undocually.

Support undocumented students during Action Week

Rick MacLennan




