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Presenters & Meeting Format

▪ CalPERS (Medicare Program Analyst) - David Cain

▪ Martin & Associates (Medicare Consultant) - Elliott Martin

▪ VCCCD Benefits Department - Katy Lyon, Janice Endo 

▪ Burnham Benefits - Christian Hariot, Sheridan Eaddy, Maggie Lepore

PART 1
Presentation 

PART 2
Q&A Session
• Indicate your question through the Zoom Chat Feature 
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Items

✓ CalPERS Requirements

✓ Medicare Enrollment Periods

✓ How to Enroll in Medicare

✓ CalPERS Medicare Transition

o How to Transition into a CalPERS Medicare Health Plan

o Changing Medical Plans

o What Happens If I Take No Action?

o Important Dates

✓ Medicare Part B Cost

o Late Enrollment Penalty

✓ Contact Information

✓ Open Discussion / Questions
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Retirees eligible for premium-free Medicare Part A 

• Must enroll in Medicare Part B during the upcoming Medicare General Open 
Enrollment Period – Jan 1, 2021 through March 31, 2021

• Transfer to a CalPERS Medicare health plan to continue their health coverage with 
the CalPERS health program. Effective July 1, 2021

✓ This requirement applies to retirees and their spouses who are over the age of 
65 that wish to have coverage with CalPERS.

✓ You will need to provide proof of enrollment into Medicare Part B to transfer to 
a CalPERS Medicare health plan.

CalPERS Requirements
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The Social Security Administration (SSA) has three enrollment periods for Part A and 
Part B.

• Initial Enrollment Period: The Initial Enrollment Period for Part A and Part B begins 
three months prior to your 65th birth month and ends three months after your 65th 
birth month. Coverage begins based on when you enroll.

• Special Enrollment Period: The Special Enrollment Period for Part B is for those who 
are eligible at age 65 but receive health coverage from an employer group health 
plan from active employment. The Special Enrollment Period is eight months 
following the end of employment or the end of coverage through the employer group 
health plan. Coverage begins the month employment or employer group health plan 
coverage ends.

• General Enrollment Period: The General Enrollment Period is January 1 - March 31 
of every year.  Coverage begins July 1st.

Medicare Enrollment Periods
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You must enroll into Medicare Part B during the Medicare enrollment period that fits 
your enrollment scenario.

• If you recently turned 65, you may still be eligible to enroll in Medicare Part B under 
the Initial Enrollment Period.

• If you recently retired, and it’s been less eight months since your retirement, you 
may be eligible to enroll in Medicare Part B under the Special Enrollment Period.

• If you missed your Initial Enrollment Period and Special Enrollment Period, then you 
must enroll in Medicare Part B during the General Enrollment Period (January 1-
March 31). You may be subject to a late enrollment penalty. VCCCD will reimburse 
you for this penalty.

How to Enroll in Medicare
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You will need to complete the following steps to enroll in 
Medicare Part B.

1. Complete the Medicare Part B enrollment form 
(CMS40B)
• The VCCCD Benefits Department will mail this form 

to your home via US Mail in early December.  This 
form will also be posted on the VCCCD Benefit’s 
webpage.

2. Send the completed Medicare Part B enrollment form to 
the address below by January 1, 2021.

Ventura County Community College District
761 East Daily Drive, Suite 200

Camarillo, CA 93010
Attn: Benefits Department

VCCCD will submit the forms to Social Security on your 
behalf for approval of Medicare Part B enrollment.

• Social Security will contact you directly if they have any 
questions.

• Your Medicare Part B effective date will be 7/1/2021

How to Enroll in Medicare
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Regarding delivering items to the District Office:

o The District Office is currently closed to the 
public. Please do not bring your forms to the District 
Office

o The Benefits Department is working remotely and will be 
in the office once a week to process mailed forms

o The District Office will be closed for the winter break 
from 12/24/2020 – 1/3/2021

How to Enroll in Medicare
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Proof of Medicare Part B enrollment

You should receive your Benefit Verification Letter (or Award Letter) from Social Security 
approximately two weeks after your enrollment form is processed, and you should receive 
your Medicare card within 30 days of applying. 

✓ You may login to https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/proof-of-benefits.html and 
download your Benefit Verification Letter after your application has been 
processed. 

IMPORTANT: Once you receive confirmation of your Medicare Part B enrollment, you 
MUST certify your Medicare enrollment with CalPERS by submitting your Benefit 
Verification Letter and a copy of your Medicare card to VCCCD at the address below by 
March 1, 2021. Please include your Medicare number on your Benefit Verification Letter 
prior to submitting to VCCCD.

Mail to:
Ventura County Community College District
761 East Daily Drive, Suite 200
Camarillo, CA 93010
Attn: Benefits Department
Or Email to:  benefits@vcccd.edu

CalPERS Medicare Transition
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How to download documents online

Please see below for instructions to download the Benefit Verification letter 

1. Go to: https://www.ssa.gov/myaccount/proof-of-benefits.html
2. Click "Sign in"
3. Login to your My Social Security account (if you have one created)
4. You may be prompted to verify cell phone or email address. Submit your security code 
(which will be sent to your phone or email).
4. Click link that says, "Print/Save a letter proving you do receive benefits (PDF)"

You can also access a copy of your Medicare card online by following the steps below.

1. Create an account online at www.MyMedicare.gov and login
2. Click the drop down menu where their name is in top right corner
3. Click "My Account"
4. Click "Print my Medicare card"

CalPERS Medicare Transition
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CalPERS Medicare Transition

NOTE: Include your Medicare 
Number on the letter and send a 
copy to VCCCD before March 1.
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Changing your plan election

You will automatically be mapped over from the CalPERS Basic Plan to the CalPERS 
Medicare plan that is equivalent of your current plan.

FOR EXAMPLE: Kaiser HMO Basic Kaiser Senior Advantage Plan
PERS Choice PPO Basic              PERS Choice Medicare Supplement 
PERS Care PPO Basic               PERS Care Medicare Supplement 

If you would like to select a different Medicare Plan, you may do so by calling CalPERS.

✓ Call 888 CalPERS (or 888-225-7377)

CalPERS Medicare Transition
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What happens if I take no action?

If you are eligible for premium-free Medicare Part A and do not enroll in Medicare Part B with 
Social Security Administration and transition into a CalPERS Medicare Plan, your CalPERS 
health coverage will be canceled effective April 1, 2021.

IMPORTANT DATES:

January 1 – March 31: SSA’s General Enrollment Period

Early December: You will receive the Medicare Part B Enrollment Form in the mail, or you may access online

January 1: Due date to send your completed Medicare Part B enrollment form to VCCCD.

Approx mid-January: You will receive your Benefit Verification Letter by mail, or you may access online

Approx early-February: You will receive your new Medicare card by mail, or you may access online

March 1: Deadline to submit your Benefit Verification Letter and your new Medicare card to VCCCD 

April 1: CalPERS medical plan cancellation effective date if no action is taken

July 1: Effective date of Medicare Part B & the CalPERS Medicare Benefit Plan

CalPERS Medicare Transition
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Medicare Part B Premiums
• Enrollment in Medicare Part B does have a monthly premium that will need to be 

paid by you. 
• If you or your spouse is receiving Social Security benefits and enroll in Medicare Part 

B, the cost will automatically get deducted from your and/or your spouse’s Social 
Security Benefit. 

• If you are not collecting Social Security, a bill will be sent to you quarterly. 
• VCCCD will reimburse you for this cost.

Penalty
You may be subject to a late enrollment penalty if you (or your spouse) did not sign up 
for Part B when you were first eligible (up to 3 months after you and/or your spouse 
turn 65). You will be reimbursed by VCCCD if you are subject to this penalty cost.

Medicare Part B Cost
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Medicare Part B Premium Reimbursement

✓ The Benefit Verification Letter will show your new Medicare Part B premium and 

penalty amount

✓ Provide Benefit Verification Letter & copy of new Medicare Card to VCCCD by 

March 1, 2021

✓ You will be contacted by a third-party administrator called BCC to facilitate your 

reimbursements

✓ You will have the opportunity to request reimbursements by check or direct deposit

✓ You will begin receiving reimbursements on a monthly basis starting July 1, 2021

Medicare Part B Cost
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CalPERS Contact Information

To contact CalPERS by telephone: 888 CalPERS (or 888-225-7377)
To provide a written request to CalPERS, please send to:

CalPERS Health Account Management Division 
Attn: Medicare Administration
P.O. Box 942715 
Sacramento, CA 94229-2715
For information regarding CalPERS health program visit our website at 
www.calpers.ca.gov.

Social Security Administration Information

For information regarding your Medicare eligibility and enrollment, call the Social 
Security Administration at (800) 772-1213 or TTY (800) 325-0778, or visit their website 
at www.ssa.gov.

For information about the Medicare program, call Medicare at (800) 633-4227 or TTY 
(877) 486-2048 or visit their website at www.medicare.gov.

Contact Information
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